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SUPPORT NEEDED FOR STRONG DEMOLITION ORDINANCE COVERING
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURES
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SHATTUCK EVENING PLANNED

Berkeley, unlike many towns and cities
across the nation, still has a down-
town where one can find a family de-
partment store, many specialty shops,
a variety of eating places, bank head-
quarters, active movie houses, a bust-
ling library, the town's newspaper ed-
itor and a central transportation sys-
tem. One can also find in Berkeley's
downtown a tradition of fine service,
well established by the merchants, and
a proud architectural tradition. Du-
ring the early part of this century,
architects such as John Galen Howard,
Valter Ratcliff and James Plachek help-
ed to design our business center so

Good news: a draft ordinance affecting
residential demolitions has been re-
jected by the City Council as too per-
missive. Planning Commission and staff
have been asked to formulate stronger
regulations than those originally pro-
posed by the city attorney. The lat-
ter would have allowed administrative
jasuance of demolition permits in five
broad categories with appeal open only
should an application be denied.

B.A.H.A. and some neighborhood groups
have asked 1)that no demolition per-
mits be granted without a public hear-
ing except in case of immediate public
hazard, and 2)that all demolition de-
cisions be open to appeal. ‘“hile this
procedure can be cumbersome, it pre-
vents that wholesale razing of fine
old housing stock which took place be-
fore passage of the Neighborhood Pre-
servation Ordinance. With such safe-
guards the quality of both threaten-
ed buildings and of proposed develop-
ment would automatically be weighed
very carefully before issuance of a
demolition permit.

Many feel that controls on residential
demolition should be extended to com-
mercial structures as well. Given un-
certain new plans afoot for the down-
town area, such controls seem parti-
cularly urgent if we are to avoid fur-
ther "surprises" like the razing of
Plachek's American Pharmacy Building
at Shattuck and Bancroft.

Comprehensive Planning staff and com-
missioners (City Hall. 2180 Milvia St,
Berkeley 94704) need to hear from those
of us who want to see strong demoli-
tion controls attached to the new
ter Plan. Only in this way can we hope
to avoid that endless series of last-
minute confrontations with the bull-
dozers which has drained so much pre-
servation energy in the past.

FOR CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION

nvasg-

that it would suggest a commercial
prominence and dignity befitting Ber-
keley's prosperity as the "Athens of
the West".

In conjunction with the Centennial
Celebration, on Saturday evening April
8, the Berkeley Architectural Heritage
Association will celebrate the down-
town community by hosting a program
and champagne reception in the beau-
tiful auditorium of Armstrong Busi-
ness College (Walter Ratcliff, 1923)
We invite you to remember this date ¢
and to watch your mailbox for an an-
nouncement notice. 1



|News From The National Truglj

rs
Plans Announced For Association of Historic House Owne

Efforts are being made to organize a
non-profit membership association to
represent the interests of private
owners of historic houses and other
buildings in the United States. Plans
Wwere announced by James Biddle, pre-
sident of the National Trust for His-
toric Preservation, in October.

¥illiam Cecil, vice president and
treasurer of the Biltmore Company of
Asheville, N.C., who is also invol-
ved in the planning, said the intent
of the organizers is to " work to as-
sSure that these houses continue to
be preserved by private owners under
the free enterprise system. We have
& number of handicaps that we work
under. As we rehabilitate, restore
and preserve, our taxes rise. We
contend with zoning regulations and
building codes that have not been
drawn to accomodate structures that
are many decades, and sometimes cen-
turies, old.

"We intend that the new organization,
to be called the historic House As-

Quality Architecture

Recently a conference entitled "014
and New Architecture - Design Rela-
tionship," was co-sponsored in Wash-
ington D.C. by the National Trust,

the Washington Metropolitan Chapter
of the American Institute of Archi-
tects and the Latrobe Chapter of the
Society of Architectural Historians,

James Biddle, President of the Na-
tional Trust, in his opening remarks
said that preservationists were not
opposed to new construction. "We
recognize that change is inevitable.
However, we assert that the change
must be orderly, deliberate and in
some relationship with the structures
now existing. Insensitively design-
ed and obtrusive structures can cre-
ate an atmosphere of visual chaos
and false progress." He also sug-
gested that a "truth-in-rendering"
program be established in which
drawings depict proposed new build-
ings in their actuel settings, ra-
ther than as isolated structures.

Robert Burley, AIA, a director of

the Americaen Institute of Architects
from Waitsfield, Vt., and a National
Trust advisor, delivered the keynote
address. He said, "growth is the
process of change" adding that heal-
thy growth is gradual, not radical,
in nature. He also noted an interes-
ting change in the architectural pro-
fession. It usedtp be that archi-
tects who did remodeling and additions
were considered second-rate, "Now
the best firms are doing preserva-
ation, reuse and additions," he said.

Guarding America's Heritage

d
ion , be so organized an
O tered inet 1% oan Lobby for the
interests of these owners," he
clared. s

o
An organizational meeting w
calleg for January, and the fiiaze
general membership meeting wi o
at Biltmore House, the Vanderbilt
mansion at Asheville, N.C., this
Spring.
Individuals and organizations own-
ing historic properties listed in

the National Register of Historic
Places are eligible for membership.

Awards For Young preservationists

Each year the National Trust sponsors
an award program for youth groups in-
volved in historic preservation acti-
vities.,

Any youth group with a membership age
of 8 to 18 that has worked on a pro-
Ject involving historic preservation
is eligible for an award. School
groups, Scouts, classes, clubs and
other youth organizations may sub-
mit nominations.

The group need not be supported or
directed by an adult preservation
group. However, professional advice
will not disqualify any group, provi-
ded the major part of the project

has been carried out by the young
people.

The awards for excellence are a cer-
tificate and 3200 cash prize. The
deadline for nominations is April 1,
1978. The winners (as many as three)
will be announced in May 1978. In-
formation, including examples of past
winning projects, and nomination forms
are available from the Special Events
Division, National Trust for Historic
Preservation, 740-748 Jackson Place,
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006.

A JAPANESE cOURT stopped road con-
struction that would have destroyed a
stand of 500-year-old cedar trees, even

though re-routing the road cost about
$48 million. The presiding judge ruled
that “you can build 2 road if you have

the time and money, but a part of one’s
cultural heritage can never be brought
back, once it is destroyed.”

— International Wildlife

Paul Goldberger, architecture critic
of the New York Times, criticized the
tendency of many architects who "feel
compelled to express themselves (in
new designs) where no expression is
needed." He favors good contemporary
design as well as preservation of old-
er buildings and said, "The visibility
of time in a city is one of its most
valuable assets,"



LECTURE ON COXHEAD COMPLEMENTS HOUSE TOUR

In conjunction with and f E t Coxhead residences,
Jr n h a preceeding the tour o rnes o

B.A.H.A. will sponsor a lescture egtitled "Ernest Coxhead - Master of Scale"

pPresented by Thomas Gordon Smith, a local architectural designer. The lec-

ture will be held in the auditorium

of the Coxhead-designed Berkeley School

?istricE Administration Building, 1414 Free house tour for volunteers
Walnut Street, on Monday, rebruaryog7 Hosts and hostesses are needed to

at 8 pm. A donation of 31.50 (381. EOSEf each building on the tour,

if ZErnest Coxhead House Tour ticket Baveh 12 Those who volunteer will
purchased) will be collected at the be asked to take a two hour shift from
door. Wehope you will all come and from 1-3 or 3-5 pm. and will receive
enjoy this opportunity to hear about free mdmittance to all other build-
Coxhead bvefore the house tour. ings on the tour during the remain-

ing two hours. We need your help to

make the tour a success, Please call
Program Committee Chairman Anthony
Bruce, evenings at 652-0975.

where his home (c. 1876) still stands
at Sixth and Page Streets, as well as
the bustling commercial center along
Delaware at Sixth Street. Amanda
Monheit Higgs told us of her mother
and father's German family restaurant
(Monheit's, 1890's) located on Center
One resource which has added an exci- Street and of their home which had
ting dimension to the research effort originally come around the Horn (moved
in the Survey office is our growing Co- 4, Onjversity Avenue where it now
llection of oral history tapes. ie stands behind the Sherwin-Williams
have learned that if we are eager to Paint store). We learned from Donald
document a particular house, street O T1auton  who grew up on the corner of
neighborhood, we can usually find some- purant and Oxford, how much fun it was

Oral Histories

Invaluable to Survey

one, somewhere who will remember. N Pl 5 "ide or the back of ‘empty
reminisced for us dairy wagons going back up Strawberry
Ezgtin Rﬁggggnﬁge?n Ocean View as a Canyon, and we learned from Sheldon
littlegzirl in a Portuguese family. Cheney about his father's development
Mr. S.V. Wright, of the Golden Sheaf of Panoramic Way. Ted and Ellen Dun-
Baﬁery family, remembered the site gan asked James Hind to recount for

. us how The Uplands used to be when on-
ly his family home, the Hind Estate,
the Taylor Estate and Charles Keeler's
house were all one could find in the
Claremont district. Mrs. Willis Baker
told us about her neighborhood on Edith
f{reet and of the Duncan McDuffie fam-
: al histo- y who had come over from San Fran-—

On zgiilo;e:nagxgigi;egﬁeig; At e | ciSco to stay with them during those
igf as part of the city Centennial ce- | first days after the 1906 Earthquake.
lebratign Plans for the exhibit in— She also remembered the architect Wil-
clude later transferral of much of the | 1iam Wharff and his associates Armi-
show to a permanent site---perhaps in tage and Miller. Florence Stratton Reinc-

Original Material Sought For T, B

Berkeley History Exhibit

the old City Hall---forming the core ke reminisced about walks with her family
of a public museum of Berkeley histo- from their home on Canyon Road through
ry. the open hills to Shasta Road for Sun-
The exhibit will touch on all eras, day dinners with the Manchesters who

from pre-Spanish Costanoen culture to |i¥ed 12 the chalet across from the
the present, using Photoeraphs’d311d°9’ Marshall has shared photographs and
maps, drawings, oral history and mis- | ... ic5 of her husband John A Mar-
cellaneous artifacts. Particularl shall, Jr. and his fath 7

needed are original materials———Tet- [27'%777 +7 9 sadhey J. 4, Mar-
ters, pict -

both important builders i
ures, a wide variety of me- |Boricaiey. P il
moragigIa. Tf you have somefﬁ{ng of

Interest you would be willing to do- These marvelous memories are all on

nate or loan, please call the Berke-— tapes, delightful to listen to and
ley Art Center, 849-4120, or Frances treasﬁres for the future. We invite
Starn, 848-0555. All items are re- any of you to help us collect more
gistered and insured when received. oral history material because, in

Final selection of material will be- this particular endeavor, time i
gin soon, on our side. : il




Lgprss AND QUOTEsl

Quotes of the Year

"It's exhilarating to have such tre-
mendous awesome power at your fin-
gertips," John Loizeaux of Controll-
ed Demolition, Inc., told the As-
;ociated Press in December. He was
interviewed at the scene of his la-
test effort, demolition {(with 430
sticks of plastic explosives) of
the historic Woodmen of the World
Building (1912) in Omaha. The 19
story structure fell to the ground
in four seconds to the cheers of
10,000 onlookers.

"I appreciate nostalgia, but the
training the men received was in-
valuable," First Assistant Chief Tho-
mas Carman of the Paramus, N.J., Vvo-
lunteer fire department said after
his firemen had some "practice" by
burning a 225-year-o0ld house there.
The Van Saun house, the oldest in Ber-
gen County, was offered to the fire-
men by a developer who planned to
demolish it. Claire Tholl of the
Bergen County Historical Society
t0ld the New York Times that pre-
servationists tried to stop the de-
molition but learned of it too late.

"We know how things can go. Somebo-
dy is always going to protest when
a building is being torn down, so
we put a dent in it to let people
know that we were really going ta'
tear it down, not just alter it,'
Don Rodriguez of Bay Cities Demolo-
tion Company said after his company
tput a dent' in the back of the A-
merican Pharmacy Building on Shat-
tuck and Bancroft Streets in Berkele
earlier this month. Since complete
demolition was not carried out at
the time, the rest of the building
now stands on the corner next to a
hugh pile of rubble.

*(as reported by Ken Stein
in Grassroots)

What Isn’t Preservation?

The Alaska Commercial Building (1908)
in San Francisco's financial district
was a richly ornamented 12-story struc-
ture covered with granite wglruses,
polar bears, fish, seals, icicles and
even sea monsters, It was demolished
several years ago by the Bank of Tokyo
(now the California First Bank), which
said it would preserve some of the or-
namentation. The five walrus heads
they saved, complete with a historic
marker, are located in an alcove
anext to the new building.

OAKLAND FOX RESCUED

The Fox Theater in Oakland, a stunning
example of the lModerne style, has been
saved but now needs community support
if it is to remain standing. FPut up
for auction and probably doomed to

be eventually replaced by a parking
lot, the oldest, biggest and most la-
vish movie theater in Oakland, located
on 19th street and Telegraph avenue
was bought by Erma and Mario DeLucchi
who have every intention of preserving
the fifty year old building.

In eddition to the 3300-seat filmgoer's
palace built in 1928 with illuminated
Buddhas and other elaborate Bast Indi-
an decor. the building also contains
35 offices and 15 stores which are now
vacant, The DeLucchis hope to rent
the stores and offices themselves,
would like to leases the theater to
community art and theatrical groups
who have a real concern for the city
of Oakland. They welcome any sugges-
tions and support that will help them
achieve their main goal of preserving
the decorative landmark.
o~ ~ e —

but

Events___.

The Berkeley City Club, 2315 Durant
Avenue, has announced that tours will
be held on the fourth Sunday of each
month, except holidays when the tour
days will be rescheduled, for an admit-
tance fee of $2,00, Designed by Julis
Morgan, the City Club was designated
a8 California State Landmark in 1977
and has been accepted for listing in
the National Register of Historic
zlgceg.bMorelinformation can be ob-
aine calling Mrs. Dou Sturg |
848-7800? ng ouglas Sturges,

Annual Victorian Home Tour - Sunday
March 19, Pacific Grove, visits seven
recently restored marvels in one of
California's best remaining concentra-
tions -of victorians. Contact: Anne
Castro, Pacific Grove Chamber of Com-
merce, P.0. Box 167, Pacific Grove
93950, (408) 373-3304.

THE ARCHITECTURAL ORNAMENTATION OF
VICTORIANS - March 14, Tuesday

The derivation of Victorian ornamenta-
tion will be discussed in a slide pre-
sentation by Patricia Patrick, Asso-
ciate Professor of Interior Design at
SF State. She will show how intsrior
and exterior details seen in Victorians
relate to the uses and styles of his-
torical decorative motifs., San Fran-
cisco Heritage, Hass-Lilienthal Ball-
room. T7:45 pm. $1.
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In answer to the many requests for
0ld calendars, those from the years

Be \
RKRELEY ﬁRCHlTECTURﬂL 1973, Y75, '76 and'77 are still available

for 31.00 each, This year's calendar
commemorating Berkeley's centennial

ER[TGGE‘SSSOCIGTWON year is nearly a sell out. Should

you wish more of them, we suggest you

order Sﬁiﬁ. i

MAIL ORD
RDER FORM Send to: Publication Sales, B.A.H.A., P.O. Box 7066,
Berkeley, CA 94707

JULIA MORGAN: ARCHITECT

riame

by Richard W. $3.95

address
Longstreth

Please send me copies of Julia Morgan: Architect.

I enclose a check for payable to B.A.H.A.
Please add 64% sales tax (0,26 per copy) and $0.75 for postage and handling.

$° &

Merilee Hanson M Lombardo : 3

Ben Jacobs Meredith Sabini Irving Rubin

Paul Roberts Mrs. Dan Prosser E. Paul I§e‘;ly,AIA

Lili Morgan Loy Chamberlain msfhelle Rebeo

Mark Howland Peter Chamberlain Mrs. u"? Nicewonger
wilcomr Eonney leyer Peter Johnson Eileen lioran

Daniel Gregory Steve Schaffran Jerome O'Brien

NEw  Donald Powers Smith Sara & Robert Ed, Mary & Ned Philips

Charles Wollenberg Holtzapple Margaret Hall
mEmsenrs Michael Severin Keith Thoreen Joyce Ruth L

Elaine Stone Linda & Larry Julie Westbrook

Helen Clark Hayes Ilona Hancock

Nr. & Mrs. L. ® AND Thomas Dum Julie Chapman

Mandelson Paul Templeton Jean Kulkulan

Carol Purdie memssms Barbara & Buzz Wilms lMargaret Hall

igan gegar Bill McLetchie §§§led3§r§e '

an voisy Beverly Smith re bunice

Ruth Bendor SEHEWED 1 Judityypatt Childs

Barbara Doyle Trish & Tony Hawthorne Angela Clark

JoAnne Barrett Irene Perstein Prof, & Mrs. Charles

Nathan Johnson Richard Reynolds Cushing

Virginia Littlejohn Mrs. Stanley C. Ruopp oSusan Chase

Shirley & David Jacqueline Reinier Betty Dunlap

Thatcher Dorothy Tamke Benjamin Clavan

Dimitri Shipoinoff Christopher & Martha Benedict

Tom & Colleen Dunlap  Katherine Ratcliff George & Helene Strauss

Philip Gale Eleanor & Norman Carroll & Bob Brentano

= lMoscow Ruth & John Denton

NEW MEMBERSHIP PLEASE CLIP AND RETURN TO:1

THE BERKELEY ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE ASSOCIATION
MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN

28 Domingo Ave.. Apt. 1

BERKELEY, CA - 94705

-

THE BERKELEY ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE ASSOCIATION, INC

ADDRESS

PHONE
SPECIAL INTEREST(S) OR TALENT(S)

[1$5.00 Regular [J$15.00 Contributing
[]$7.50 Family []$25.00 Sustaining
[J$2.00 Senior/Student

wANT To BE AcTIvE [ |

OR WANT TO BE swmanncD
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THE BERKELEY ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE ASS¥
ANNSUNCES ITS ANNUAL SELFGUIDED TCSUR
AND RECEPTI®N

SUNMBDAYE MARCES 12 FRSM 128 T° 52 PM
DONATI®N — $63° PER PERSON

RESIDENTIAL W°RK IN BERKELEY

ERNEST COXHEAD

r 1 HSUSE, TOUR _

THE. BERKELEY ARCHITECTURAL HER ITAGE ASSOCIATION %\\

7066  LANDSCAPE. STATION
BERKELEY ~ CALIFORNIA 94707

BERKELEY, California

94705





